
Teaching phonics, 
reading and spelling 
at the Federation of 
Spixworth Schools



In today’s workshop we will be covering the 
following:

• Introduction to Little Wandle – Phonics and 
early reading

• Accelerated Reader - Reading in Year 2 and 
beyond

• Reading at home
• Spelling in Year 2



Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest 

indicator of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling



Blending to read words



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



These words have unusual spellings e.g. 
he, the, was.

They are taught in a systematic way.

Children in Reception are now learning to 
read the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, the, 
put, pull, full, as, and, has, his, her, go, 
no, to, into, she, push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words –
for further guidance visit the parents 
resources page 

Tricky words



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

•Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we practice reading in books? 
Yr R/1



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words 
in their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Spelling in Year 2
Continuing the Little Wandle

Journey  



Spelling…

● Most phonemes can be spelt in more than one 
way. 

/ee/ has 10 spellings: be, seat, lucky, donkey, seize, 
chief,  serene,marine, radio

● Letters and digraphs can be decoded more than 
one way. 

eg ou: touch, pound, soup, soul



…the 40+ phonemes are the basis for the writing 
code and never change. 

However…

Teaching children how to unlock the code is the 
key to them being able to spell accurately.



• Ability to hear, segment and blend phonemes in 
words.

• Ability to remember which letter or letter patterns 
stand for which phoneme.

• Ability to write letter shapes, words, phrases and 
sentences fluently and accurately.

Diane McGuinnes

Children need 3 essential skills for 
mastery of the English writing system:



Spelling

Our new Spelling programme for 2023/4 is designed 
as a seamless link from the core Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds Revised programme to teaching spelling 
in Year 2. 



It includes:
Phase 5 review
Five weeks of planning to review and secure Phase 5

Bridge to spelling
Five weeks of planning to teach foundational skills 

Spelling
20 weeks of planning to create confident spellers and 
complete your coverage of the Year 2 spelling



AR reading 
Year 2 

When your child moves into Year 2 we begin 
reading using Accelerated Reader



What is Accelerated Reader?
Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps
teachers manage and monitor children’s independent
reading practice.

https://www.renaissance.com/products/practice/accelerated-reader-360/?int_content=int_web


Star Reading test
• Every term your child will undertake a Star 

reading test.
• Questions continually adjust to your child’s 

responses.
• If the child’s response is correct, the difficulty level 

is increased.
• If the child misses a question, the difficulty level is 

reduced.
• The test uses multiple-choice questions and takes 

approximately 20 minutes.



Reading book levels
Teachers determine your child’s reading level in
several ways:
● Informed by the results of a Star Reading test
●Making judgements on your child’s reading fluency as well 

as their comprehension of what they have read through in 
class reading sessions.
●Monitoring reading practice quiz scores.

The range of books your child reads will challenge 
without causing frustration or loss of motivation.



Reading sessions in school
During reading sessions in school the children will:

• Take a short reading practice quiz
• Read a guided reading group reader (different from their AR 

quiz) which the teacher will use to support their 
comprehension

• Complete follow on tasks based on their group reader and 
stand alone tasks.



Moving from fluency focus to comprehension focus

When children move off of Little Wandle readers the focus shifts from 
fluency to higher level reading skills. These are:



Reading at home



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language
o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary
oMake up sentences together
o Find different words to use
oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



Supporting your child with phonics



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Thank you for your time

Any questions?


